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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Belknap et 
al (US 5,586,264 A) in view of Houtepen et al (US 2002/0012361 A1). 

Regarding claims 1, 4, 7, 10-13, and 16-18, Belknap teaches a system and method of 
asset management and distribution, comprising: acquiring digital assets for distribution by a 
central content management system (18 - figure 1 ; col. 8, lines 40-52), each digital asset 
including a package of files (see figures 16-17; col. 7, lines 15-27), the files being processed 
prior to distribution from the central content management system to provide trick mode support, 
wherein the central content management system breaks up the digital asset into chunks for 
departure (control node 18 breaks the data files into segments or data blocks and spreads them 
across one or more storage nodes - col. 9, lines 1-7; col. 29, lines 20-24 and 42-59); receiving 
distributed digital assets for on-demand by a plurality of on-demand serving locations to delivery 
to users (the control node 18 selects and actives an appropriate communicate mode from a 
plurality of communication nodes 14 and passes control information indicating to it the location 
of data file segments on the storage nodes - see col. 9, lines 8-16), and processing between 
the central content management system and the plurality of on-demand serving locations for 
distributing the digital asset chunks in a pipelined fashion (communication nodes 14 obtain data 
file segments from appropriate storage nodes via low latency switch 12 - figure 1; col. 12, lines 
50-62): Belknap further teaches that the system provides the feature of trick mode support such 
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as play, stop, pause, resume, rewind... etc. (See col. 14, lines 23-30; col. 19, lines 57-64). 
Belknap does not explicitly teach assembling the arriving digital asset chunks to recreate the 
digital assets with trick mode support. Houtepen teaches processes for forming packs by 
multiplexing data blocks or audio and video packs included ESDF data or meta bytes by a 
multiplexer, wherein meta bytes contains information that is used to support trick modes. (See 

0008, 0029-0030, and 0033-0038). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the invention was made to modify the system of Belknap by multiplexing the data 
blocks or audio/video packs included contain information that is used to support trick modes as 
taught by Houtepen in order to effectively distribute program streams with trick modes support 
to viewers where functional tasks are distributed in an optimal manner between hardware on the 
one hand and software on the other hand. 

Further regarding claims 4, 10, and 16, Belknap teaches the pipelined distribution 
process on a priority basis (figure 2; col. 9, lines 32-39). 

Regarding claims 2, 3, 5, 6, 8, 9, 14, 15, 19, and 20, Belknap teaches that the digital 
assets 'include VOD/audio on-demand assets and wherein the on-demand serving locations 
include VOD/audio on-demand serving locations (see col. 7, lines 15-27; col. 8, lines 46-53; col. 

9, lines 8-16; col. 12, lines 21-23). 

3. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should/be directed to Ngoc K. Vu whose telephone number is 571-272-7306. The examiner can 
normally be reached on Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John W. Miller can be reached on 571-272-7353. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 



Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you 
would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the 
automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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